
 

Overview 
Shared Learning is an unaffiliated, non-profit educational association for adults who consider themselves to be 
life-long learners. Since 1979, we have offered non-credit courses during Fall, Winter and Spring semesters to the 
general public. Courses are led by volunteer Shared Learning members, who are eager to connect, engage, 
share, and learn with others about topics of mutual interest. With a $70 annual membership fee, paid in Fall of 
2022, Shared Learning members can enroll for this Winter 2023 semester, without further cost, and take an unlim-
ited number of courses. For those who wish to join Shared Learning and enroll in its Winter semester courses, the 
fee per person is $40—again, permitting new members to take an unlimited number of courses. All weekly class-
es will be held either on-site in classrooms of our host, the Church of Reconciliation (110 North Elliott Road, 
Chapel Hill), or via Zoom. NOTE:  Enrollment in our Spring 2023 mini-term courses (May and June) will be offered 
free of charge to the public at large. 


Our Winter 2023 COVID Policy 
All moderators and class members who attend Shared Learning on-site classes or events must be fully vacci-
nated, having the most recently approved COVID booster, according to the current CDC Guidelines available 
here: https://www.cdc.gov/. We also encourage all on-site members to wear masks. People who have tested pos-
itive for COVID should consult the CDC Guidelines and consider the health of their classmates before attending 
on-site classes.


Enrollment 
Consult the schedule and course description pages to make your enrollment selection(s). Current and new mem-
bers have two options for registration and payment: 1) On paper: use the registration form attached to this cata-
log or posted on our website, sharedlearning.us. Current 2022-23 members do not need to pay; they may indi-
cate their course choices as presented on the registration pages and send them by US mail to Doug Shier, 182 
Fearrington Post, Pittsboro, NC 27312. People who wish to become 2023 members and enroll in Winter cour-
ses may send their completed Registration pages and a check for $40 per person, payable to Shared Learning 
Association, to Doug Shier (address above). 2) Online: anyone may use this link to register (and, for new members 
only, pay) online. The online form allows one person at a time to register and pay by credit card. For any questions 
about a course, email moderators@sharedlearning.us. Be sure to write the moderator’s name in the subject line 
and your name, email address, and question in the text area. To receive a paper copy of this catalog, please send 
an email to welcome@sharedlearning.us.
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(O) indicates On-site classes at the Church of Reconciliation
while (Z) indicates Zoom meetings. 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Wednesdays, 9:15 – 10:45 a.m. Wednesdays, 11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.

Reading and Discussing Great Short Stories 
(Z)	 Marcy Sacarakis 

Spanish Conversations 
(Z)	 Valerija Momirova and Sydnie Kunin

Sharing Written Personal Histories 
(Z)	 Mary Freedman

The Transformative Power of Opera, Part 2 
(Z)	 Peggy Stevermer. 

The History of Infinity 
(Z)	 Bob Fowler

Chess, Anyone?  
(O) 1:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.	 Carol Downs

Thursdays, 9:15 – 10:45 a.m. Thursdays, 11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.

What’s Wrong with our Understanding of Money? 
(Z)	 Larry Mason 

The Continued Journey into Paradise Lost, Books VII – XII 
(O)	 Rosemary Monroe and Nancy Goudreau

Shared Learning Photography Seminar 
(Z) Every other Thursday, beginning Jan. 19	 Glenn Wrighton

The Parables of Jesus 
(Z)	 Bisharah Libbus

Great Minds of the Western Intellectual Tradition, Part 2 
(Z)	 Bisharah Libbus

Comparative Film Analysis 
(O) Runs until 1:30 p.m.	 Dan Brenner

Thursdays, 1:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. 
Starting on January 26, then every 3 weeks 

Craving Chances for Deeper Thinking, Personal Psychology-Wise 
(O) Jan. 26, Feb. 16, Mar. 9, Mar. 30	 Nancy Goudreau

Fridays, 9:15 – 10:45 a.m. Fridays, 11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.

Deutsche Konversationsgruppe 
(Z)	 Andrew O’Brien

Art Meets Fiction, Part 2 
(Z) Jan 20, Feb 17, March 17, April 21	 Bonnie Sullivan

First Friday Shared Learning Book Club 
(Z) Feb 3, Mar 3, Apr 7, 10:00 a.m – 11:30 a.m.)	 Terry Lucas

Mondays, 9:15 – 10:45 a.m. Mondays, 11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.
Views on the News 
(Z)	 Douglas Shier and Steve Bravy

Controversies: The Tower and the Square 
(Z)	 Meyer Liberman

The Brain—A Wondrous Machine, Part 2 
(Z)	 Barry Lentz

The 1960s, a Cultural and Political Retrospective  
(Z)	 R. Greg Hesterberg

Tuesdays, 9:15 – 10:45 a.m. Tuesdays, 11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.

Other People’s Problems 
Alternating (Z) and (O). First class (Z) on Feb. 7	 Jonathan Gerard

This Week’s Most Provocative Essays and Columns 
Alternating (Z) and (O). First class (Z) on Jan. 17	 Hank Becker

Using Natural Products and Healthy Environments 
(O)	 Dani Mouawad, M.D.

Another Classic Read: Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy 
(O)	 Nancy Goudreau

Shared LEARNING
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Monday
9:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.	 VIEWS ON THE NEWS	 Zoom

Co-Moderators: Douglas Shier and Steve Bravy. Our open round table format allows for the respectful discussion of events at the world-
wide, national, state, and local levels. During each meeting, volunteers present current topics for the exchange of ideas in order for us to 
share and learn. The conversations and information exchanges are respectfully managed by Doug and Steve, using pre-established general 
operation guidelines to ensure that meeting etiquette and decorum are followed.

NOTES:  *Class is limited to 20 members. *New students are welcome. 

9:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. THE BRAIN—A WONDROUS MACHINE, Part 2 Zoom 
Moderator: Barry Lentz. In the Fall, we started to examine the workings of the HUMAN BRAIN and the high-speed electrical communication 
system it manages. This system controls and coordinates the actions of all the organs of our bodies, creating the amazing mobile communi-
ty of individual cells that we know as the HUMAN BODY. We began this journey using two Great Courses and will use the basic knowledge 
we gained to listen to and discuss lectures from three Great Courses in the upcoming semester: 1) the final 2 lectures from Biology and Hu-
man Behavior by Robert Sapolsky of Stanford University, circa 2012; 2) 12 lectures from The Aging Brain by Thad Polk; and 3) 10-14 lectures 
from The Intelligent Brain by Richard Haier that deal with defining and assessing intelligence and creativity. I will provide notes on these lec-
tures prior to each class. Discussions and additional information brought forward by the participants will as always be welcome as important 
course components.

NOTE: New participants with a basic knowledge of the brain are welcome.

9:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.	 THE 1960s, A CULTURAL AND POLITICAL RETROSPECTIVE	 Zoom

Moderator: R. Greg Hesterberg. Each century has at least one and occasionally two periods which can be considered watersheds in the 
advance of history and progress of human civilization. For the 20th century it comes down to two: the 1940s and the 1960s. The forties qual-
ify because of WWII. However, the 1960s were a decade of multidimensional and multifaceted happenings that forever changed society in a 
wide range of areas such as art, music, science, technology, fashion, automobiles, theater, film, dance, politics, and more. This course will 
look at and analyze the 1960s by employing two Great Courses and other materials to focus on two areas: politics and music. We will look at 
the US via the Great Courses Reconsidering JFK and at the UK via England, the 1960s and the Triumph of the Beatles. It has been said of 
the sixties that if you can remember them, you weren’t really there! So, tune in and get reacquainted with this extremely influential period in a 
very unique and entertaining way. Between the topic and the moderator’s love for comedy, as the Beatles say, ”…a splendid time is guaran-
teed for all.”

NOTE: Class size limited to 40.

11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. CONTROVERSIES: THE TOWER AND THE SQUARE: Zoom 
NETWORKS, HIERARCHIES AND THE STRUGGLE FOR GLOBAL POWER  

Moderator: Meyer Liberman. This is a seminar-type, discussion-oriented course based on the careful reading of chapters in a members-
selected, carefully-researched, and well-reviewed book by Niall Ferguson, the internationally respected Scottish historian. In this book he 
explains how historically those at the top of the “Towers” of power have been overstated and the social network down below in the town 
“Square” has been underestimated. His aim is to highlight and correct this historical oversight. Participants will be encouraged to present 
and lead the discussion for at least one week’s reading selection during the semester.

NOTE: To promote discussion, class size is limited to fifteen participants.

Shared LEARNING

Tuesday
9:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. OTHER PEOPLE’S PROBLEMS Alternating Zoom and On-site. First class on Feb 7 on Zoom

Moderator: Jonathan Gerard. There is a Hassidic tale about a ‘Problem Tree’ in heaven. People are invited to bring all their problems in a 
bag and to hang that bag on a branch of the tree. Everyone circles the tree, examining others’ problems and then gets to decide which bag 
to bring back with them to continue their earthly life. In the end, everyone brings back their own bag—containing the troubles they know. In 
this class we will examine social and ethical problems raised in the popular media (essentially the NYT and the N&O). Each discussion will 
conclude with a presentation of the “official” answer published for readers. A concluding discussion will then attempt to evaluate that official 
answer. Everyone will then return to his or her earthly life to grapple with their own questions and problems.

NOTE:  This course will start on February 7.  
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Tuesday (continued)
9:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. USING NATURAL PRODUCTS AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENTS On-Site 

TO IMPROVE OUR HEALTH 
Moderator: Dani Mouawad, MD. Dani will provide hands-on experiences that show how creating living spaces with natural and synthetic 
materials impacts our mental, physical, and emotional health. Through discussions conducted both inside and outside the classroom, he will 
point to the positive and negative elements in the environments that surround us, and show how each can drastically affect us. For example, 
we call “earth” or “soil” dirt—a pejorative term that does not reflect its true value. If we substituted terra cotta roofing tiles made with soil for 
synthetic roofing tiles, what would the effect on our health be? We certainly appreciate the value of the soil when we start living on the land. 
Such questions are what Dani wishes to explore with the class by discussion and example.

NOTE: Weather-permitting, classes may include walks on the Church of Reconciliation campus, 

11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. THIS WEEK’S MOST PROVOCATIVE ESSAYS & COLUMNS Alternating Zoom and On-Site

Organizer: Hank Becker. Each week, we will discuss a number of recent articles that are germane to current public policy issues. All will be 
recent articles (emailed newsletters or published columns) written by outstanding journalists or academics writing for a general audience. 
PDF files of those articles will be posted on the course website several days prior to class, and class members are expected to have read at 
least some of them. Each class member will be responsible for selecting articles for one week's meeting and leading the discussion of those 
articles. Two members may share the responsibility for a given week. To get a better sense of the content, Shared Learning members are 
welcome to view the website from the past two semesters: https://sharedlearning.us/provocative. Classes begin on January 17 on Zoom.

11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. ANOTHER CLASSIC READ: ANNA KARENINA BY LEO TOLSTOY, Part 1 On-Site 
Moderator: Nancy Goudreau. Anna Karenina is a complex 850+ page novel with more than twelve major characters (all with Russian 
names). Appearing in 1878, the novel is still considered to be one of literature’s greatest, frequently adapted over the years for theater, film, 
opera, television, ballet, radio drama, and even figure skating. Its romantic plot centers on an extra-marital affair and deals with betrayal, 
faith, family, marriage, Imperial Russian society, rural vs. city life, and especially the rapid Russian transitions into liberal societal reforms—all 
themes voiced and exemplified by the characters. We will take our time to relish 30 to 40 pages per week with oral reading, interpretive dis-
cussions, and review of other references. No doubt, we’ll continue into the next semesters. Our text includes useful references per 
page: Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy, Modern Library Publishers, 2000: translators: Leonard J. Kent and Nina Berberova.

NOTES: *Class is limited to the first 15 to enroll. *Shared Learning members, new to a SL Classic Read course are welcome.

Shared LEARNING

Wednesday
9:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. READING AND DISCUSSING GREAT SHORT STORIES Zoom 
Moderator: Marcy Sacarakis. Class members will discuss one story each week from The Best American Short Stories 2020, edited by Cur-
tis Sittenfeld, which is available for purchase from local bookstores or Amazon. Later weeks will rely on other sources. We will share in-depth 
discussions about the author, the writing style, the plot, the characters, the development of themes, and the story’s relevance to us.   Mem-
bers of the class will take turns leading the discussions. Each class ends with a poetry reading chosen by a class member.

NOTES: *Class size is limited to 15. *New participants are welcome.

9:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. SHARING WRITTEN PERSONAL HISTORIES Zoom 
Moderator: Mary Freedman. Only we can document our personal experiences, reactions, and perceptions during dynamic times. We will 
support each other’s individual efforts to record in writing what we have lived through and encourage our developing sense of accomplish-
ments. Each participant will: write beforehand about episodes and decisions made in their lives; read aloud their writing; give attention to 
and appreciate the telling of the experiences and/or insights of others. We will also be able to share illustrations and photos online.

NOTES: *Class is limited to 20 participants. *Participants new to this course are welcome. 

https://sharedlearning.us/provocative
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Wednesday (continued)
11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. SPANISH CONVERSATIONS Zoom 
Co-Moderators: Valerija Momirova and Sydnie Kunin. This course presents an opportunity to improve your spoken Spanish. It is aimed at 
speakers with “advanced beginning” and “intermediate-level” skills. We are a friendly group of people at varying levels of fluency. We talk in 
Spanish about anything we want, such as, current events, books, movies and visited places. Sometimes a member will distribute a Spanish 
article in advance for our review at the next meeting.

NOTES: *Limited to 10 people, with preference given to returning class members. *New students are welcome.

11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF OPERA, Part 2 Zoom 
Moderator: Peggy Stevermer. Opera is the fastest growing art form in the modern world.  If you have never ventured into its realm, this is 
your chance. Peggy’s goal is to enhance appreciation of opera for both those who love the genre and, hopefully, some who know nothing 
about opera and come to the course curious and/or a bit skeptical. Her focus will be for the class to discover how opera has been trans-
formed over centuries and how it has transformed audiences, as well as its creators. We will watch and discuss video lectures, PowerPoint 
presentations, and particular operas, such as Der Freischütz by Carl Maria von Weber, Ernani by Verdi, and Tristan und Isolde by Wagner. In 
studying various operas, we will discuss why and how they were important in the development of both opera and music, and learn about the 
composers, the librettists, the directors, and the singers, as well as opera itself.

NOTES: *It is not necessary to have attended Part 1.  *Newcomers are welcome. 

11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. THE HISTORY OF INFINITY Zoom 
Moderator: Rob Fowler. In 2003, novelist David Foster Wallace wrote Everything and More: A Compact History of Infinity. In addition to ad-
dressing the infinite, Wallace traces the history of the infinitesimal. This book addresses a deep mathematical topic in a way accessible on all 
levels of mathematical sophistication. It includes humorous, conversational treatments and deep theoretical discussions contained in foot-
notes, side boxes, etc. The book received some very harsh reviews because non-technical readers felt it was too hard to read alone and 
mathematicians were annoyed by a lack of rigor. In this course, we will read the book and, through discussions, explicate the subject and 
develop our own critique in terms of both literature and math. You can download a free PDF version here.  

1:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. CHESS, ANYONE? On-Site

Moderator: Carol Downs. Always wanted to learn to play chess, or, played years ago and are feeling a bit rusty? Join us in challenging your 
brain, while having fun learning how to play a game enjoyed for centuries with a universal language that transcends global borders. We will 
focus on learning and/or reviewing basic skills, such as key chess terms, the possible moves of the pieces, point count, strategies and tac-
tics, and the use of computer chess engines for solo or partner play. Each class will feature time for interactive play by participants matched 
with those of similar skill abilities. We will also view and discuss chess related DVDs. A list of additional resource materials will be provided. 
We will set up boards and pieces in the Fellowship Hall on well-spaced tables.

NOTES: *Class is limited to 18 registrants. *Participants will need to provide their own chess set. *If you want, bring a bag lunch. 

Shared LEARNING

Thursday
9:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. WHAT’S WRONG WITH OUR UNDERSTANDING OF MONEY? Zoom 
Moderator: Larry Mason. Money in one form or another has been around for millennia, and economists have been studying money for hun-
dreds of years. Yet we still have the same problems with understanding the nature and significance of money because of widespread mis-
conceptions. Larry will propose six facts about the nature of money and the consequences of its use that are largely ignored by economics 
and the social sciences. These account for a huge range of problems for people and cause needless suffering and death. In light of these six 
facts about money, he will lead participants in examining class-selected problems and analyzing how societies could better solve these 
problems. Class members are requested to contribute thoughtful examples of problems to be studied during class meetings. Check the fol-
lowing link for examples: https://sharedlearning.us/whatswrong/monumental-architecture/ 

9:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. SHARED LEARNING PHOTOGRAPHY SEMINAR Zoom 
Moderator: Glenn Wrighton. Novice and expert photographers will meet to explore photographic topics, selected by the group, as well as 
photos taken by participants. Topic areas may include: photo editing, tips for taking photos, digital camera technology, and photo sharing—
explored with lecture, videos, discussion and live demonstration as appropriate.

NOTES: *Meets EVERY OTHER THURSDAY, beginning January 19. *New students are welcome. 

https://sharedlearning.us/whatswrong/monumental-architecture/
https://www.scribd.com/doc/175281206/wallace-david-foster-everything-and-more-compact-history-pdf
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Thursday (continued)
9:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. GREAT MINDS OF THE WESTERN INTELLECTUAL TRADITION, Part 2 Zoom 
Moderator: Bisharah Libbus. We will continue with our survey covering the sweep of Western philosophy, presented by a team of profes-
sors. The course is divided into eight sections. Last semester, we covered two sections dealing with the Classical and Christian periods.  
This semester we will continue with the Renaissance and the Enlightenment. You will become familiar with the ideas of Machiavelli, More, 
Erasmus, Galileo, Bacon, Descartes, and Newton, among others. In the age of Enlightenment, we will be introduced to the ideas of Locke, 
Montesquieu, Mandeville, Hume, Smith, and Rousseau. This will take us to the midpoint of the course, which will be continued in subse-
quent semesters. Each philosophical doctrine will be explained in its historical context, and the relations between these will be analyzed. We 
will listen to and discuss two lectures during each class and adjust our pace, according to the wishes of the class to allow adequate time for 
discussion. NOTE:  New participants are welcome. 

11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. THE CONTINUED JOURNEY INTO PARADISE LOST, Books VII – XII On-Site 
Co-Moderators: Rosemary Munroe ane Nancy Goudreau. In Books 1 – VI of Paradise Lost by John Milton (published in 1674), ambitious 
angels under Satan’s spell fought God’s loyal angels in heaven—and lost—condemned now to hell for eternity. In response, in Books VII – 
XII, a wily, vindictive Satan plans to take revenge on God by corrupting his prize creations, Adam and Eve, who now live in Paradise. Books 
VII – XII are cosmic in scope, with vivid blank verse depictions of events that are extraordinarily cinematic. Among other themes, Milton’s 
characters meditate on the power of evil and divinity, the struggle between free will and fate, and the just relationship between man and 
woman. Each week, we will relish reading aloud poetic stanzas at a humane pace and will share our interpretations and appreciation. We will 
use the Modern Library edition of Paradise Lost (2008) with editors William Kerrigan, John Rumrich and Stephen M. Fallon.

NOTES: New participants are welcome and will be offered plot and character synopses for Books I – VI.  No need to read ahead. 

11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. THE PARABLES OF JESUS Zoom 
Moderator: Bisharah Libbus. Jesus of Nazareth is viewed in many ways. The course is based on lectures by Dr. Ken Bailey, a Professor of 
Theology and Linguistics and a metaphorical theologian. He introduces a new understanding of God’s relationship to (wo)man through sto-
ries that inform human relationships. Dr. Bailey draws on New and Old Testament scholarship, Middle Eastern cultural insight, and textual 
analysis to bring alive the stories and metaphors that Jesus shared with his mostly peasant Middle Eastern audience. We will cover 15 of the 
parables, allocating a 30 min lecture and ample discussion time to each. This course is bound to engage you, capture your imagination, and 
add fresh insights into the teachings of Jesus that captivated people throughout the ages. 

11:15 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. COMPARATIVE FILM ANALYSIS On-Site

Moderator: Dan Brenner. One way to enjoy a good film is to compare it to other films. This includes characters, directing styles, cinematog-
raphy, acting, themes, plot development, etc. We will view 14 films of different genres and by different directors. Three to four films grouped 
around a common theme will be viewed sequentially in their entirety. Upon a film’s conclusion, we will spend 15 to 20 minutes critiquing it 
and comparing it to the others in a group. Films will run the gamut from Hollywood classics to independent and foreign films. We will exam-
ine the genre of the Western with the films High Noon, Hombre, Pat Garett & Billy the Kid, Little Big Man, and Lonely Are the Brave. We will 
also explore the Hollywood Blacklist, viewing the films The Front, Trumbo, Hail Caesar! and Good Night and Good Luck. Finally, we will ex-
amine the theme of "families in turmoil.” NOTES: *All films will be presented with closed captions. *This class will run until 1:30 p.m. to ac-
commodate the longer running films and the discussion. *Class is limited to 25. 

1:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. CRAVING CHANCES FOR DEEPER THINKING, PERSONAL PSYCHOLOGY-WISE On-Site

Leader: Nancy Goudreau. Meetings with bag lunch every three weeks, starting on January 26. More a gathering than a course, this in-
formal get-together, held every three weeks, will provide us with an opportunity to expand and appreciate the empowerment that comes 
from attempting a deeper consideration of our personal psychology. Join us in probing the ‘opening’ and ‘locking’ of our minds that can lead 
to sometimes shocking attitude and comprehension shifts. ‘Opening’ derives from craving deeper insights into how and why we repeatedly 
reasoned and felt. ‘Locking’ results from a denial or fear of abandoning our long-established thinking. We’ll share experiences that demon-
strate the proposed theme. Nancy will initiate our first theme: “Is there any personal benefit to gain from grieving? What might you learn 
about yourself during the grieving process?” Participants will propose other themes for meetings that stem from their cravings for deeper 
self-understanding. NOTE: Enrollment is limited to 15. 

Shared LEARNING
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Friday
9:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. DEUTSCHE KONVERSATIONSGRUPPE Zoom 
Moderator: Andrew O’Brien. For those German speakers who wish to maintain their fluency, this course will provide you with information 
and cordial opportunities to converse in German. We’ll refer to articles in German newspapers, magazines and select interesting topics 
about current German and American events. Each class meeting will be conducted entirely in German, but not include German grammar 
instructions. NOTE: German speakers new to this course are welcome. 

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. FIRST FRIDAY SHARED LEARNING BOOK CLUB Zoom 
Leader: Terry Lucas. Please join Shared Learning friends and new acquaintances to discuss group-selected current and classic books (new 
participants are welcome.) Each session will be coordinated by a group member and coordinators have been named for these three ses-
sions. So please join us and bring your views and thoughts. It is a friendly, vibrant gathering and certainly not intended to be a graduate de-
gree analysis of the book. The three books we will be reading are: February 3: The House of the Spirits, Isabel Allende, 2015 (Barbara), 
March 3: The Island of Sea Women, Lisa See, 2019 (Suzanne Burke), and April 7: Necessary Lies, Diane Chamberlain, 2013 (Donna Williams). 
NOTE: The group meets on the first Friday of the months of February, March and April, 2023 from 10:00-11:30 AM. 

11:15 a.m. – 12:45 a.m. ART MEETS FICTION, Part 2 Zoom 
Moderator: Bonnie Sullivan. We enjoy art masterpieces by studying the surface of a painting. But, by reading literature focused on the artist 
or art movement, we see beyond the frame and discover other fascinating layers: the artist’s personal life, external influences on the artist, 
and the cultural and political context of the era. When art history comes alive through references to it in a plot, we enjoy a deeper under-
standing and appreciation of the work. Each Friday meeting will begin with a book discussion, followed by visual analysis of art by the 
book’s subject. We’ll also watch short videos relating to the artwork. Sources of reasonably priced books are Thriftbooks and Abebooks. 

NOTES: class meets on the third Friday of each month. Limit: 20 participants; preference given to those who attended Part 1. The first class 
and book will be on January 20: Luncheon of the Boating Party by Susan Vreeland. Historical fiction, 464 pages. Subsequent readings: Feb-
ruary 17: Cézanne’s Quarry by Barbara Corrado Pope. Historical fiction, 384 pages. Mach 17: The Marriage of Opposites by Alice Hoffman.His-
torical fiction, 400 pages. April 21: A Light of her Own by Carrie Callaghan. Historical fiction, 320 pages. 

Shared LEARNING

Shared Learning Board of Directors 
Alice Parsons	  President, CCC, FC, Hospitality Co-Chair
..........
Nancy Goudreau	  Vice President, CCC Chair, LTP, Publicity
....
Marsha Back	  Secretary, Hospitality Co-Chair
...........
Ken Leto	  Treasurer, FC, CCC, LTP Chair
..................
Doug Shier	  Registrar, LL
..............
Rob Fowler	  Website Manager, CCC, LTP 
..............
Barry Lentz	  CCC, LL, LTP
..............
Daniel Kiechle	  Technology Coordinator, FC Chair, LTP
.........
Anna Klein	  Member Communication Coordinator, CCC
...............
Asta Crowe 	  Publicity Chair
............
Meyer Liberman	  LL Coordinator
......
Gary Sobel	  DVD Collection Librarian 
..............

NOTE: CCC = Curricula & Catalog Committee; FC = Finance 
Committee; LL = Lindgren Lecture Committee, LTP = Long Term 
Planning Committee.

Lindgren Lectures, Fridays, 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
All lectures on Zoom, free, and open to the public.


January 13, 2023 
China and the U.S.: Insights into a Frayed Relationship 

Klaus Larres, Ph. D., Richard M. Krasno Distinguished

Professor of History and Political Science, UNC.


February 3, 2023 
The Supreme Court:  How Sustaining Its Legitimacy Matters 

Neil S. Siegel, Ph.D., David W. Ichel Professor of Law,  
Professor of Political Science and Director of the D.C. 

Summer Institute on Law and Policy, Duke Law School.


March 3, 2023 
Advice on How Best to Age 

Lecturer to be announced; A Specialist in Geriatrics

Committee members:


Rob David, Greg Hesterberg, Barry Lentz,

Meyer Liberman (Chair), Doug Shier

❅   ❅   ❅

https://www.thriftbooks.com
https://www.abebooks.com
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Course Choices for Winter 2023

Initials Course Titles Initials Course Titles

Views on the News 
Zoom, Monday, 9:15 a.m.	 11

The History of Infinity 
Zoom, Wednesday, 11:15	 35

The Brain—A Wondrous Machine, Part 2 
Zoom, Monday, 9:15 a.m.	 12

Chess, Anyone? 
On-Site, Wednesday, 1:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.	 36

The 1960s, a Cultural and Political Retrospective 
Zoom, Monday, 9:15 a.m.	 13

What’s Wrong with our Understanding of Money? 
Zoom, Thursday, 9:15 a.m.	 41

Controversies: The Tower and the Square 
 Zoom, Monday, 11:15 a.m.	 14

Shared Learning Photography Seminar 
Zoom, Thursday, 9:15 a.m.	 42

Other People’s Problems  
Alternating On-Site and Zoom, Tuesday, 9:15 a.m.	 21

Great Minds of the Western Intellectual Tradition, Part 2 
Zoom, Thursday, 9:15 a.m	 43

Using Natural Products and Healthy Environments 
On-Site, Tuesday, 9:15 a.m.	 22

The Continued Journey into Paradise Lost 
On-Site, Thursday 11:15 a.m.	 44

This Week’s Most Provocative Essays and Columns 
Alternating On-Site and Zoom, Tuesday, 11:15 a.m.	 23

The Parables of Jesus 
Zoom, Thursday, 11:15 a.m.	 45

Another Classic Read: Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy 
On-Site, Tuesday, 11:15 a.m.	 24

Comparative Film Analysis 
On-Site, Thursday, 11:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.	 46

Reading and Discussing Great Short Stories 
Zoom, Wednesday, 9:15 a.m.	 31

Craving Chances for Deeper Thinking 
On-Site, meets every 3 weeks, Thursday, 1 – 2:45 p.m.	47

Sharing Written Personal Histories 
Zoom, Wednesday, 9:15 a.m.	 32

Deutsche Konversationsgruppe 
Zoom, Friday, 9:15 a.m.	 51

Spanish Conversations 
Zoom, Wednesday, 11:15 a.m.	 33

First Friday Shared Learning Book Club  
Zoom, Meets on 1st Friday of each month, 10 – 11:30 a.m.	52

The Transformative Power of Opera, Part 2 
Zoom, Wednesday, 11:15 a.m.	 34

Art Meets Fiction, Part 2 
Zoom, Meets on 3rd Friday of each month, 11:15 a.m.	 53

Deadline for the winter registration by mail is January 6, 2023. Classes begin ON-SITE or by ZOOM the week of 
January 16. To enroll in any course using the form below, write your initials to the left of the course choices. Cou-
ples write both initials. See page 1 for more detailed registration options, including signing up online.
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Member information for one or two people

Person 1 Person 2

Name:

Note: Only fill in the information for email, phone, and address on the 
next 4 lines if it has changed or if a person is new to Shared Learning.

email address:

Cell phone:

Land line phone:

Postal address:

I/we certify that at this date of registration, I am/we are 
fully vaccinated and have the most recently approved booster.

Initials:

What is your usual source of local news and events?

How did you hear about Shared Learning?

In the future, would you or one of you like to serve as a course moderator?

Yes/No/Initials:

If so, what subject would 
you like to moderate?

Would you like to discuss your serving as a future SL course moderator (a possible study topic, possible 
course content, possible presentation format) with a member of the SL Curricula & Catalog Committee? 

Yes/No/Initials:
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